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BILL NO. 36-0047
THIRTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
Regular Session

2025

An act amending Act No. 8920 to appropriate $22,500,000 from the Southern Trust Company
Settlement Fund to pay retroactive wages for retired and active government employees; to
appropriate $13,000,000 to the territory’s hospitals and for other purposes

|

WHEREAS, on January 15, 2020, the Government of the Virgin Islands, acting through
the Virgin Islands Department of Justice and the Attorney General, brought a civil action against
the Estate of Jeffrey Epstein under the Virgin Islands Criminally Influenced and Corruption
Organizations Act, as The Government of the United States Virgin Islands v. Estate of Jeffrey
E. Epstein, et al., Civil No. 8T-2020-CV-00014 (“the Action™);

WHEREAS, on November 28, 2022, the Government and the Estate of Jeffrey E. Epstein,
et al., executed a Settlement Agreement and Release (“the Settlement Agreement”);

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2023, a $62,500,000 cash settlement agreement was
executed between the Government and Leon Black;

WHEREAS, on September 27, 2024, the Legislature of the Virgin Islands adopted Bill
No. 35-0380, now Act No. 8920;

WHEREAS, on October 16, 2024, the Legislature overrode Governor’s line-item vetoes
in Act No. 8920,

WHEREAS, the Legislature has determined that the government’s failure to pay
government retirees their retroactive wages continue to place an unnecessary burden on the
community;

WHEREAS, the Legislature is aware of an impending crisis at the territory’s hospitals;

WHEREAS, access to quality healthcare is a fundamental right and essential to the well-
being of our communities;

WHEREAS, the hospitals are in urgent need of repairs due to aging infrastructure,
equipment deficiencies, damage from the 2017 hurricanes, uncompensated care, and prolonged
underfunding;
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WHEREAS, the current condition of the hospitals poses risks to patient safety, limits
service capacity, and undermines the ability of healthcare providers to deliver effective care;
and

WHEREAS, the appropriation of funds to the hospitals reflects a commitment to
safeguarding public health, supporting healthcare workers, and ensuring that all residents have
access to safe and reliable medical care; Now, Therefore,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands:
SECTION 1. Act No. 8920 is amended as follows:
(a) Strike sections 5, 15, and 19;
(b) In section 6, strike “$20,000,000” and insert “$10,000,0007;

(¢) Insection 12, strike “STC Settlement Fund” and insert “Mental Health Survivor
Fund”;

(d) In section 13, strike "$5,000,000" and insert "$4,000,000";
(¢) Insection 18, subsection (a), strike “$400,000” and insert “$500,0007;

SECTION 2. (a) The sum of $22,500,000 is appropriated from the Southern Trust
Company Settlement Fund (“STC Settlement Fund”) to the Office of Management and Budget
in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, for retroactive payments owed to survivors of
deceased retired government employees, retired government employees, and active government
employees. The payments must be paid no later than May 30, 2025.

(b) The sum of $6,000,000 is appropriated from the STC Settlement Fund to the
Department of Finance in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, to pay the outstanding
debt owed to Pafford Medical Services by the Department of Health and the Virgin Islands Fire
and Emergency Medical Services pursuant to the settlement agreement negotiated between the
Government of the Virgin Islands and Pafford Medical Services, Inc.

() The sum of $5,000,000 is appropriated from the STC Settlement Fund to Virgin
Islands Waste Management Authority in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, for
wastewater services and outstanding vendor payments to solid waste haulers.

(d) The sum of $1,600,000 is appropriated from the STC Settlement Fund to the
Department of Human Services for renovation, staffing, and supplies for the expansion of the
Herbert Grigg Home for the Aged as follows:

(1) $400,000 in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025; and

(2) $1,200,000 in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2026.
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() The sum of $13,000,000 is appropriated from the STC Settlement Fund to the
Governor Juan F. Luis Hospital and Medical Center (JFLH) and the Governor Roy Lester
Schneider Hospital and Medical Center (RLSH) as follows:

(1) Govemor Juan F. Luis Hospital and Medical Center

Chief Medical Officer (CMOQ) Office $2,812,428.00
Laboratory $ 136,968.54
Pharmacy $ 360,242.44
Operating Room $ 198,949.89
Materials Management (Supplies) § 729,677.71
Radiology $ 614,344.42
BioMed (Equipment) $ 149,512.00
Facilities § 583,418.37
Emergency Preparedness $ 8,400.00
Finance $ 406,058.63
Management Information System $ 250,000.00
Building Maintenance $ 250,000.00
TOTAL $ 6,500,000.00

(2) Roy Lester Schneider Hospital and Medical Center

Staffing Vendors $ 3,795,000.00
Medical Supply Vendors $ 1,299,000.00
Facilities & Medical Equipment $ 422,000.00

Maintenance Vendors
Freight, Trucking, Gas, Utilities Vendors $  352,000.00
Medical Software for Patient Care Vendors § 272,000.00

Dietary Services Vendors $ 195,000.00




Operating Supplies Vendors $ 165,000.00
TOTAL $ 6,500,000.00

The appropriated funds cannot be utilized for contract negotiations or alteration of existing
collective bargaining agreements.

(f) No later than 30 days after the passage of this act, the JFLH and RLSH shall submit
to the Governor and the Legislature:

(a) acomprehensive austerity plan; and

{b) proposed improvements to the billing system and collection of Medicare,
Medical Assistance Program payments and other insurance with clear processes for
documentation, coding and processing;

(c) A report detailing the use of the funds appropriated in this act.

(g) The sum of $5,000,000 is appropriated from the STC Settlement Fund to the Virgin
Islands Port Authority in the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025, for renovations and
enhancement of the Ann Abramson Pier and adjacent areas to include Frederiksted beach. The
Port Authority must submit the plan to the Legislature within 120 days of enactment of this act.

SECTION 3. Act No. 8870, section 1 is amended as follows:
(a) Strike the language in subsection (a) and insert the following:

“(a) The sum of $2,500,000.00 is appropriated in the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2025, from the STC Settlement Fund to the School Maintenance and
Construction Fund, Virgin Islands Bureau of School Construction and Maintenance,
for the resurfacing, repairs, restoration, construction and maintenance of the Ivanna
Eudora Kean High School track and field facilities, to include the bleachers,
restrooms, and the concession.

(b) In subsection (b) strike “2025” and insert “2026”.

SECTION 5. The sum of $7,000,000 is appropriated in the fiscal year ending September
30, 2025, from the Line of Credit Transaction authorized by Act No. 8701, to the Virgin Islands
Office of Management and Budget to be equally divided between the Governor Juan F. Luis
Hospital and Medical Center and the Roy Lester Schneider Hospital and Medical Center
(“Hospitals™) for outstanding amounts owed to vendors by the hospitals. The hospitals shall
submit all invoices for payment to OMB for disbursement to the vendors.
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Thus passed by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands on April 14, 2025.

Witness our Hands and Seal of the Legislature of the Virgin Islands this [5\3 day of
April, A.D., 2025.

7 3 $Et

Milton A. Potter
President

o
Ayery L. Lewis
Secretary




THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
Charlotte Amalie, V.I. 00802
340-774-0001

GOVERNOR’S OBJECTION

Rill No. 36-0047 is hereby approved except for the following item(s), part or parts, portion or
portions thereof, which are hereby objected to and disapproved and deleted as marked on the Bill,
pursuant to Section 9(d) of the Revised Organic Act of the Virgin Islands of 1954 as amended.

In SECTION 4 by striking the section in its entirety:
“SECTION 4. The sum of $10,500,000.00 utilized by the Government of the Virgin

Islands for vendor payments must be re-deposited into the STC Settlement Fund by
September 30, 2026.”

Witness my hand and the Seal of the Government of the United States Virgin Islands at
Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, this My of April 2025 A.D.

Albert Bryan Jr.
Governor




